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to comfort all who mourn,
To grant [consolati on and joy] to 
those who mourn in Zion—to give 
them an ornament (a garland or 
diadem) of beauty instead of ash-
es, the oil of joy instead of mourn-
ing, the garment [expressive] of 
praise instead of a heavy, bur-
dened, and failing spirit—that they 
may be called oaks of righteous-
ness [loft y, strong, and magnifi -
cent, disti nguished for uprightness, 
justi ce, and right standing with 
God], the planti ng of the Lord, that 
He may be glorifi ed.
And they shall rebuild the an-
cient ruins; they shall raise up the 
former desolati ons and renew the 
ruined citi es, the devastati ons of 
many generati ons.”

Our Lord Jesus recognised His 

purpose and matured into the 
fulfi lment of His purposes in the 
Father God. He went about doing 
good and healing all who were op-
pressed of the devil.

John 9:1-7
“As He passed along, He noti ced 
a man blind from his birth. His 
disciples asked Him, Rabbi, who 
sinned, this man or his parents, 
that he should be born blind? Jesus 
answered, It was not that this man 
or his parents sinned, but he was 
born blind in order that the work-
ings of God should be manifested 
(displayed and illustrated) in him.
We must work the works of Him 
Who sent Me and be busy with His 
business while it is daylight; night 
is coming on, when no man can 
work.

Isaiah 
61:1-4
“THE SPIR-
IT of the 
Lord God is 
upon me, 
because 
the Lord 
has anoint-
ed and 
qualifi ed 

me to preach the Gospel of good 
ti dings to the meek, the poor, and 
affl  icted; He has sent me to bind 
up and heal the broken-hearted, 
to proclaim liberty to the [physi-
cal and spiritual] capti ves and the 
opening of the prison and of the 
eyes to those who are bound,
To proclaim the acceptable year of 
the Lord [the year of His favor] and 
the day of vengeance of our God, 
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 As long as I am in the world, I am 
the world’s Light. When He had 
said this, He spat on the ground 
and made clay (mud) with His sa-
liva, and He spread it [as ointment] 
on the man’s eyes.
 And He said to him, Go, wash in 
the Pool of Siloam—which means 
Sent. So he went and washed, and 
came back seeing.”

God had a plan for our Lord Jesus 
Christ. It included the virgin birth 
and the moulding of His character 
under the oversight of Joseph and 
Mary. He was also led by the Holy 
Spirit to prepare for His assign-
ment of manifesti ng the life, pow-
er and mercy of God to the Jews 
and then to the Genti les. The will 
of God culminated on the cross 
where He bore all that mankind 
deserved; every sickness, disease, 
shame, punishment and eventu-
ally death, not to talk of poverty, 
rejecti on and all kinds of things 
which are att racted to the human 
race through sin! He rose from the 
dead victorious and is seated at 
the right hand of the Father, where 
He lives to make intercession for 
us. That was the propheti c desti ny 
and purpose God had for His Son, 
our Lord Jesus Christ. He took our 
place in the Divine exchange, He 
became our Divine patt ern, being 
an example for us to follow and He 
also came as the Divine revelati on 
of God’s love to human kind. We 
are admonished to look unto Him 
in Hebrews 12:1-3.

Hebrews 12:1-3
“Therefore then, since we are 
surrounded by so great a cloud 
of witnesses [who have borne 
testi mony to the Truth], let us strip 
off  and throw aside every encum-
brance (unnecessary weight) and 
that sin which so readily (deft ly 
and cleverly) clings to and entan-

gles us, and let us run with pati ent 
endurance and steady and acti ve 
persistence the appointed course 
of the race that is set before us,
 Looking away [from all that will 
distract] to Jesus, Who is the 
Leader and the Source of our 
faith [giving the fi rst incenti ve for 
our belief] and is also its Finisher 
[bringing it to maturity and perfec-
ti on]. He, for the joy [of obtaining 
the prize] that was set before Him, 
endured the cross, despising and 
ignoring the shame, and is now 
seated at the right hand of the 
throne of God.
Just think of Him Who endured 
from sinners such grievous opposi-
ti on and bitt er hosti lity against 
Himself [reckon up and consider it 
all in comparison with your trials], 
so that you may not grow weary 
or exhausted, losing heart and re-
laxing and fainti ng in your minds.”

Our propheti c desti ny is that which 
God ordained for us. God expects 
us to discover and then parti cipate 
in the development necessary to 
fulfi l His divine purposes for us. 
God has plans for everyone He 
created and we have the power of 
choice to choose either to cooper-
ate and parti cipate with Him or 
do otherwise. Our journey to our 
propheti c desti ny starts with our 
being born again, coming into 
relati onship with God through our 
Lord Jesus Christ. We make pro-
gress as we receive the infi lling of 
the Holy Spirit with the evidence 
of speaking with new tongues 
according to Acts 2:4. We are all 
born of God at the new birth with 
certain gift s, potenti al and disposi-
ti ons that await our discovery and 
development. God’s plans for us 
are good; not evil.

Jeremiah 29:11-13
“For I know the thoughts and plans 
that I have for you, says the Lord, 
thoughts and plans for welfare and 

peace and not for evil, to give you 
hope in your fi nal outcome. Then 
you will call upon Me, and you will 
come and pray to Me, and I will 
hear and heed you. Then you will 
seek Me, inquire for, and require 
Me [as a vital necessity] and fi nd 
Me when you search for Me with 
all your heart.”

It is not up to God alone if we are 
going to fulfi l the desti ny He has 
for us. He told them to seek Him 
in prayer if His plans for them will 
come to pass. 
Our nature, nurture and culture 
have moulded us into what we are 
today. Our present lifestyle is a 
functi on of our beliefs, thoughts, 
words, acti ons, and atti  tudes. All 
these aff ect the results we are 
getti  ng in every aspect of our lives. 
We need to know what is at work 
in us so that we can do what it 
takes to overcome the things that 
are detrimental to God’s purposes 
in our lives. We also need to know 
the help and the comfort of the 
Holy Spirit. On one hand, we need 
to take responsibility for whatever 
we see operati ng in our thoughts, 
emoti ons or atti  tudes. On the 
other hand, we need to know how 
to yield to the Holy Spirit to help, 
teach and strengthen us in our 
journey to fulfi l desti ny. See John 
14:26, 15:26 and 16:13-15. 
The Holy Spirit is our helper, teach-
er, standby, advocate, strength-
ener and comforter! Someti mes, 
confl icts help us identi fy what may 
be at work in us.

There are two stances needed 
in every area of our lives. The 
‘yielded’ stance and the ‘take 
charge’ stance. We need wisdom 
to know which stance to take 
at diff erent seasons in our lives. 
The yielded stance is when we 
allow God to show us what is at 
work in us, what gives the enemy 
a foothold in us. Someti mes it is ig-
norance, carelessness or laziness. 
At other ti mes, it could be pride, 
fears or self-centredness. He will 
also help us to overcome them if 
we let Him.
The ‘take charge’ stance is when 
we take courage in God to press 
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into His revealed will for our lives! 
This is where we plan, set goals 
and dream His dreams and do 
what His grace enables us to do to 
accomplish His will for His glory.

Isaiah 55:6-12
“Seek, inquire for, and require 
the Lord while He may be found 
[claiming Him by necessity and by 
right]; call upon Him while He is 
near.
Let the wicked forsake his way and 
the unrighteous man his thoughts; 
and let him return to the Lord, and 
He will have love, pity, and mercy 
for him, and to our God, for He 
will multi ply to him His abundant 
pardon.
For My thoughts are not your 
thoughts, neither are your ways 
My ways, says the Lord.
 For as the heavens are higher 
than the earth, so are My ways 
higher than your ways and My 
thoughts than your thoughts.
For as the rain and snow come 
down from the heavens, and re-
turn not there again, but water the 
earth and make it bring forth and 
sprout, that it may give seed to the 
sower and bread to the eater,
So shall My word be that goes 
forth out of My mouth: it shall not 
return to Me void [without produc-
ing any eff ect, useless], but it shall 
accomplish that which I please and 
purpose, and it shall prosper in the 
thing for which I sent it.
For you shall go out [from the spir-
itual exile caused by sin and evil 
into the homeland] with joy and be 
led forth [by your Leader, the Lord 
Himself, and His word] with peace; 
the mountains and the hills shall 
break forth before you into sing-
ing, and all the trees of the fi eld 
shall clap their hands.”

We need to lay hold of His ways, 
thoughts and strategies through 
fellowship with Him and His Word! 

Since we have a clear knowledge 

of who our enemy is and what his 
strategies are, we need to culti -
vate the lifestyle that can keep 
him away from infl uenc-
ing us contrary to God’s 
will for our lives. He 
uses the lusts of the 
fl esh, the lusts of the 
eyes and the pride of 
life to aff ect our lives, 
hearts and expecta-
ti ons. See 1 John 
2:15. He also uses 
the world’s systems 
and his cohorts in 
every way possible to 
achieve his aims of 
stealing, killing and 
destroying. These can only happen 
if we allow him. We are told to 
give him no place. See Ephesians 
4:27. As we learn to yield to God 
as well as take charge, the fol-
lowing issues will enhance our 
fulfi lment of the desti ny God has 
for us. 

 
Read Ephesians 6:10-18.

Ephesians 6:18
“Pray at all ti mes (on every occa-
sion, in every season) in the Spirit, 
with all [manner of] prayer and 
entreaty. To that end keep alert 
and watch with strong purpose 
and perseverance, interceding 
in behalf of all the saints (God’s 
consecrated people).”

There are all manner of prayers 
and they serve all manner of pur-
poses. There are rules that govern 
the diff erent types of prayers that 
exist. We need to learn and build 
a solid life of prayer, engaging in 
the diff erent types to get all round 
results in every area of our lives. 

Philippians 4:6-7
“Do not fret or have any anxi-
ety about anything, but in every 

circumstance and in everything, 
by prayer and peti ti on (defi nite 
requests), with thanksgiving, 

conti nue to make your wants 
known to God.
And God’s peace 
[shall be yours, that 
tranquil state of a 
soul assured of its 
salvati on through 
Christ, and so fearing 
nothing from God and 
being content with its 
earthly lot of whatever 
sort that is, that peace] 
which transcends all 
understanding shall gar-
rison and mount guard 

over your hearts and minds in 
Christ Jesus.”

So we have thanksgiving, praise 
and worship, as a form or aspect 
of prayer. Then, peti ti on, supplica-
ti on, intercession and the prayer 
of agreement as other types of 
prayers. (I recommend my wife’s 
messages on ‘Being Eff ecti ve in 
Prayer’ which are available from 
our website www.fowm.org or 
from your nearest FOWM offi  ce). 

We need to know and apply the 
principles that govern each type of 
prayer so we can receive defi nite 
answers to our prayers. Heaven 
usually acts aft er earth has taken 
the initi ati ve to act by asking, 
declaring or demanding! When 
we sti r ourselves up to lay hold on 
God, we get a response from Him. 
He knows our needs, yet He wants 
us to ask of Him before He does it! 
He has given authority to mankind 
as far as this earth is concerned. 
See other scriptures like Matt hew 
16:16-19 and 1 Timothy 2:1-4. 

 

Jeremiah 17:5-10
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“Thus says the Lord: Cursed [with 
great evil] is the strong man who 
trusts in and relies on frail man, 
making weak [human] fl esh his 
arm, and whose mind and heart 
turn aside from the Lord. For he 
shall be like a shrub or a person 
naked and desti tute in the de-
sert; and he shall not see any 
good come, but shall dwell in the 
parched places in the wilderness, 
in an uninhabited salt land.
[Most] blessed is the man who 
believes in, trusts in, and relies on 
the Lord, and whose hope and con-
fi dence the Lord is.
For he shall be like a tree planted 
by the waters that spreads out its 
roots by the river; and it shall not 
see and fear when heat comes; but 
its leaf shall be green. It shall not 
be anxious and full of care in the 
year of drought, nor shall it cease 
yielding fruit.
The heart is deceitf ul above all 
things, and it is exceedingly per-
verse and corrupt and severely, 
mortally sick! Who can know it 
[perceive, understand, be ac-
quainted with his own heart and 
mind]?
 I the Lord search the mind, I try 
the heart, even to give to every 
man according to his ways, accord-
ing to the fruit of his doings.”

The state of our hearts plays a 
major role regarding whether we 
will fulfi l our desti ny or not. When 
our hearts are no longer focussed 
on The Lord as our source and we 
no longer trust Him, we tend to 
culti vate heart conditi ons that are 
not conducive for the desti ny of 
God to be unfolded in our lives. 
We see this in many Bible char-
acters. For example, Joseph did 

not allow bitt erness against his 
brothers to aff ect his service as a 
slave in Poti phar’s house, not to 
talk of his wife’s off er! The condi-
ti on of our hearts usually plays a 
part in whether we fail or pass our 
tests in life. We are encouraged to 
guard our hearts with all diligence. 
Joseph must have guarded his 
heart and hence passed his tests 
while in Poti phar’s house! 

Genesis 39:7-9
“Then aft er a ti me his master’s 
wife cast her eyes upon Joseph, 
and she said, Lie with me.
 But he refused and said to his 
master’s wife, See here, with me in 
the house my master has concern 
about nothing; he has put all that 
he has in my care.
 He is not greater in this house 
than I am; nor has he kept any-
thing from me except you, for you 
are his wife. How then can I do this 
great evil and sin against God?”
Joseph passed the test of bounda-
ries in that he knew what was not 
under his care. He also passed 
the authority test in that he knew 
that delegated authority is meant 
to be used for the benefi t of the 
delegator! 

Proverbs 4:20-27
“My son, att end to my words; con-
sent and submit to my sayings. Let 
them not depart from your sight; 
keep them in the centre of your 
heart. For they are life to those 
who fi nd them, healing and health 
to all their fl esh.
Keep and guard your heart with all 
vigilance and above all that you 
guard, for out of it fl ow the springs 
of life.
Put away from you false and 

dishonest speech, and willful and 
contrary talk put far from you. Let 
your eyes look right on [with fi xed 
purpose], and let your gaze be 
straight before you.
Consider well the path of your feet, 
and let all your ways be estab-
lished and ordered aright.
Turn not aside to the right hand or 
to the left ; remove your foot from 
evil.”

We guard our hearts by keeping 
a watch over what we allow into 
them and by watching our words 
and ways! If we get God’s Word 
richly into our hearts we cannot go 
wrong. Our heart is the core of our 
being and whatever we allow in 
there will aff ect our enti re life! 

 

What are our passions? Whatever 
we sense to be God’s purposes 
for our life, we should allow our 
desire for God to grow stronger 
than the desire to fulfi l those 
purposes!  We are told to glory in 
knowing God! Blessed are those 
who hunger and thirst for right-
eousness, for they shall be fi lled! 
Where we direct our passion is 
also our choice. The decisions we 
make can direct our hunger! The 
psalmist said “as the deer longs 
for water so my soul longs for 
God”. We play a part in what our 
soul longs for! It all starts with a 
decision. We need to decide today 
to love the Lord with all our heart, 
soul and strength and then begin 
to fellowship with Him by His 
Word and in prayer.  If we dedicate 
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ti mes for these acti viti es and allow 
every opportunity to deepen our 
love for Him, our hunger for Him 
will increase! With this comes a 
hunger for souls. When we love 
God, what He loves aff ects us! He 
loved the people of this world so 
much that He sent His Son to die 
for them, so we also begin to have 
a hunger to see more people come 
to the awareness of what Jesus 
was sent to do! 
We will be willing to endure 
hardness, like a good soldier, and 
persevere in what we do, to see 
the results we desire. We must pay 
att enti on to developing the neces-
sary skills to carry out our work in 
life, as well as God’s will for our 
lives. We all need to develop our 
leadership, communicati on and 
ti me management skills as we 
press into God’s desti ny for our 
lives.

A working understanding of God’s 
Word is a vital part of our fulfi ll-
ing desti ny. The Word needs to be 
rightly divided and applied as we 
meditate on it, confess it and let 
it govern our thinking processes! 
We even judge prophecies by our 
knowledge of the Word. We need 
to give the Word fi nal authority 
in our lives. When God’s Word 
carries authority in our lives, it 
will be able to change things in us 
that we may not be able to change 
ourselves. The Word should dwell 
in us richly.

Colossians 3:16-17
“Let the word [spoken by] Christ 
(the Messiah) have its home [in 
your hearts and minds] and dwell 
in you in [all its] richness, as you 
teach and admonish and train one 
another in all insight and intel-
ligence and wisdom [in spiritual 
things, and as you sing] psalms 

and hymns and spiritual songs, 
making melody to God with [His] 
grace in your hearts. And what-
ever you do [no matt er what it is] 
in word or deed, do everything in 
the name of the Lord Jesus and 
in [dependence upon] His Person, 
giving praise to God the Father 
through Him.”

The Word will grow in us as we lay 
aside everything contrary to the 
Word and replace the things in us 
with the Word of God! 

James 1:21-25
“So get rid of all uncleanness and 
the rampant outgrowth of wicked-
ness, and in a humble (gentle, 
modest) spirit receive and wel-
come the Word which implanted 
and rooted [in your hearts] con-
tains the power to save your souls.
But be doers of the Word [obey the 
message], and not merely listen-
ers to it, betraying yourselves [into 
decepti on by reasoning contrary to 
the Truth].
For if anyone only listens to the 
Word without obeying it and being 
a doer of it, he is like a man who 
looks carefully at his [own] natural 
face in a mirror;
For he thoughtf ully observes 
himself, and then goes off  and 
promptly forgets what he was like.
But he who looks carefully into the 
faultless law, the [law] of liberty, 
and is faithful to it and perseveres 
in looking into it, being not a heed-
less listener who forgets but an 
acti ve doer [who obeys], he shall 
be blessed in his doing (his life of 
obedience).”

John 8:31-32
“So Jesus said to those Jews who 
had believed in Him, If you abide in 
My word [hold fast to My teach-
ings and live in accordance with 
them], you are truly My disciples. 
And you will know the Truth, and 
the Truth will set you free.”

We walk in the truth only to the 
extent that the truth is in us. The 
truth gets into us as we digest it, 
through meditati on, act on it and 
share it with others. 

3 John 1:1-4
“The elder [of the church ad-
dresses this lett er] to the beloved 
(esteemed) Gaius, whom I truly 
love.
Beloved, I pray that you may 
prosper in every way and [that 
your body] may keep well, even as 
[I know] your soul keeps well and 
prospers.
In fact, I greatly rejoiced when 
[some of] the brethren from ti me 
to ti me arrived and spoke [so 
highly] of the sincerity and fi delity 
of your life, as indeed you do live 
in the Truth [the whole Gospel 
presents].
 I have no greater joy than this, to 
hear that my [spiritual] children 
are living their lives in the Truth.”

Our soul is the depository of all 
our experiences in life. We need 
to let God replace some of the bad 
deposits that have been made in 
our soul by walking in the truth of 
God’s Word!
Amen.
Rev. Kola Ewuosho

EXAMINE YOURSELF
By Rev. Kola Ewuosho
2 Part Series - £6
Available from our website - 
www.fowm.org
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FOUNTAIN OF WISDOM CHAPEL, 
ELDORET, KENYA 
P.O Box 7895, Eldoret, Kenya, Code  
30100. 
Tel: +254703400235,   

   +254713869441 
    Email: offi  ce@ke.fowm.org 
    fowckenya@yahoo.com

REJOYCE CHRISTIAN CENTER, USA
90 Village Drive, Brentwood, CA 
94513, USA
Tel: (925) 2400380

    Email: admin@rcconline.net

If you can’t join us in
person at any of our 
events, why not listen to 
some of our latest 
messages on our 
YouTube channel? 
Visit www.youtube.com/
FOWMDTN to be inspired.

For the latest info about these and other
upcoming events scan here or visit www.fowm.org >

10- 12TH JANUARY
HARVESTIME CHURCH
ANNIVERSARY
CONFERENCE, UK

8TH FEBRUARY
WOMEN’S
BREAKFAST
CONFERENCE, UK

15TH FEBRUARY
MEN’S
BREAKFAST
CONFERENCE, UK

12-16TH MARCH
INTERNATIONAL
WOMEN’S
CONFERENCE, NIGERIA

UPCOMING EVENTS

WATCH US ONLINE
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INTERNATIONAL

CONFERENCE
12 - 16TH MARCH 2014

KANO, NIGERIA
Tel +234- 64-978506 to register.

With
Rev. Funke
Ewuosho

INTERNATIONAL

CONFERENCE
12 - 16

With
Rev. Funke
Ewuosho

Like us on 

Fountain of Wisdom Ministries (O�  cial)

Follow us on

@ FOWM
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Earlier this year at the Fountain of Wisdom Ministries we celebrated Rev. Funke Ewuosho’s 50th birthday. 

Harvesti me Church in the UK and Word of Faith Christi an Center in Nigeria hosted birthday
celebrati ons for her to appreciate and honour her input and infl uence in our lives. We thank
God for her life and pray that God will conti nue to increase her in wisdom, grace and strength.
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“� e Book, ‘GOLDEN NUGGETS FOR SUCCESSFUL LIVING’, is a
compilation of di� erent teachings; covering � ve major areas: Personal

Development; Leadership; Family; Relationships and Tools for Successful
Living. And for easy reading and quick referencing, the book has also been 
divided into the � ve di� erent sections. It’s not a book that you have to � nish 

reading in a day; and you don’t have to worry about losing your � ow, because 
every chapter is a di� erent subject and stands on its own. � e vision was to 
have a book that can serve many purposes at a go; and this book is it! It can 

serve as a book for both your personal edi� cation and also as a teaching tool. 
� ere are also enough nuggets to enhance you in all areas of your life -

mentally, socially, physically and, most importantly - spiritually! “And Jesus 
increased in wisdom and stature, and in favour with God and men.” (Lk. 2:52).”

Rev. Funke Ewuosho

 Now available to buy from www.fowm.org/store

increased in wisdom and stature, and in favour with God and men.” (Lk. 2:52).”

Now available to buy from www.fowm.org/store
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A
cts 9:31. “Then the churches throughout all Judea, Galilee, and 
Samaria had peace and were edifi ed. And walking in the fear of the 
Lord and in the comfort of the Holy Spirit, they were multi plied.” 
(Acts 9:31).

“They were permeated with a deep sense of reverence for God. The Holy Spirit 
was with them, strengthening them. They prospered wonderfully.” (MSG).

“And with the encouragement of the Holy Spirit, it also grew in numbers.” 
(NLT).

“and walking in the respect and reverenti al fear of the Lord and in the 
consolati on and exhortati on of the Holy Spirit, conti nued to increase and was 
multi plied.” (AMP).

The Apostle Paul prayed for the Corinthians saying, “The grace (favor and 
spiritual blessing) of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the pres-
ence and fellowship (the communion and sharing together, and parti cipati on) 
in the Holy Spirit be with you all. Amen (so be it).” (2 Cor. 13:14 Amp).

Jesus calls the Holy Spirit, the Comforter - “But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send 
in my name, he shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto 
you.” (Jn. 14:26 KJV).

Jesus said there was no need for His disciples to sorrow because He was going away; He told them He will pray 
the Father, and He will give them “another” Comforter that He may abide with them forever (Jn. 14:16). By the 
implicati on of His word “another” (translated from the Greek word ‘allos’, which means another of the same sort 
not ‘heteros’, i.e another of diff erent sort); the Holy Spirit was to become to the disciples (and the believers) what 
Jesus was to them, when He was with them! Hence His words, “I will not leave you orphans; I will come to you.” 
(Jn. 14:18).

He told the disciples, “However, I am telling you nothing but the truth when I say it is profi table (good, expedient, 
advantageous) for you that I go away. Because if I do not go away, the Comforter (Counselor, Helper, Advocate, 

Rev. Funke Ewuosho
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Comfort

My Father. And whatever you ask 
in My name, that I will do, that the 
Father may be glorifi ed in the Son. 
If you ask anything in My name, I 
will do it.” (Jn. 14:12-14).
Jesus commanded His disciples to 
go into all the world and preach 
the gospel to every creature; but 
told them to wait in Jerusalem, un-
ti l they were endued with power 
from above. He said, “But you shall 
receive power when the Holy Spirit 
has come upon you; and you shall 
be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, 
and in all Judea and Samaria, and 
to the end of the earth.” (Acts 1:8). 
And as a result of the power of 
the Holy Spirit, “they went out and 
preached everywhere, the Lord 
working with them and confi rming 
the word through the accompany-
ing signs.” (Mk. 16:20).

Like we read in Acts 9:31, the 
Church multi plied, grew, and pros-
pered wonderfully, as they walked 
in the fear of The Lord and in the 
comfort of the Holy Spirit.
This implies that the key to 
growth, increase, prosperity, etc, 
corporately and even individually 
is, walking in the comfort of the 

Intercessor, Strengthener, Standby) 
will not come to you [into close 
fellowship with you]; but if I go 
away, I will send Him to you [to be 
in close fellowship with you].” (Jn. 
16:17 Amp).
It was advantageous for them, 
because the Holy Spirit would be 
with them, not just for a while, but 
forever! (Jesus was only with them 
for just about three years and a 
half). “And I will pray the Father, 
and he shall give you another 
Comforter, that he may abide with 
you for ever;” (Jn. 14:16).
Also, the Holy Spirit wasn’t just 
going to be with them - as Jesus 
could only be with them, but He 
would also be IN them! “the Spirit 
of truth, whom the world cannot 
receive, because it neither sees 
Him nor knows Him; but you know 
Him, for He dwells with you and 
will be in you.” (Jn.14:17).
And it is because of the presence 
of the Holy Spirit with and in the 
believers, that they can do greater 
works like Jesus said; “Most assur-
edly, I say to you, he who believes 
in Me, the works that I do he will 
do also; and greater works than 
these he will do, because I go to 

Holy Spirit.
The word ‘Comforter’ according to 
the VINE’S EXPOSITORY DICTION-
ARY, is translated from the Greek 
word, Parakletos; which literally 
means, one called to one’s side, 
i.e. to one’s aid. It was used in a 
court of justi ce to denote a legal 
assistant, counsel for the Defence, 
an advocate; then, generally one 
who pleads another’s cause, an 
intercessor, advocate (as in 1 John 
2:1 of the Lord Jesus). In the wid-
est sense, it signifi es a succourer, 
comforter. 
The NKJV simply says, “The Help-
er”. The Amplifi ed Bible explicitly 
says, “But the Comforter (Counse-
lor, Helper, Intercessor, Advocate, 
Strengthener, Standby).....”
This ti es in beauti fully with Isaiah’s 
descripti on of the Holy Spirit as, 
“The Spirit of wisdom and under-
standing, The Spirit of counsel and 
might, The Spirit of knowledge and 
of the fear of the Lord.” (Isa. 11:2).
Walking in the ‘Comfort’ of the 
Holy Spirit is therefore, walking in 
the Counsel, Help, Intercession, 
Strength, etc, of the Holy Spirit.

But before we examine each of 
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and they spoke the word of God 
with boldness.” (Acts 4:31).
The Apostles gave themselves to 
Prayer and the Ministry of the 
Word. (Acts 6:4).
“Now in the church that was at 
Antioch there were certain proph-
ets and teachers........ As they 
ministered to the Lord and fasted, 
the Holy Spirit said, “Now separate 
to Me Barnabas and Saul for the 
work to which I have called them.” 
Then, having fasted and prayed, 
and laid hands on them, they sent 
them away.” (Acts 13:1-3).
Note that in all of these cases, 
when the people prayed, the Holy 
Spirit spoke and they received 
comfort - in one way or the other.

Now, let us look at the different 
dimensions of the Holy Spirit, as 
the Comforter:

 

As the Counsellor, the Holy Spirit 
wants to lead, guide, direct, teach, 
instruct and counsel us - if we 
would listen to Him!
He is “The Spirit of wisdom and 
understanding, the Spirit of coun-
sel.” (Isa. 11:2).
The Psalmist said, “I will bless the 
Lord who has given me counsel; 
my heart also instructs me in the 
night seasons.” (Ps. 16:17); and 
“You will guide me with Your coun-
sel,” (Ps. 73:24).

Jesus told His disciples, “But the 
Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the 
Father will send in My name, He 
will teach you all things, and bring 
to your remembrance all things 
that I said to you.” (Jn. 14:26).
God told the Israelites, “I am the 
Lord your God, Who teaches you 
to profit, Who leads you by the 

these dimensions of the Comfort 
of the Holy Spirit, we must take 
note of two important things:

One, the major tool by which the 
Holy Spirit brings comfort to us, is 
the WORD of God! “For whatever 
things were written before were 
written for our learning, that we 
through the patience and com-
fort of the Scriptures might have 
hope.” (Rom. 15:4). 
“.......And the Scriptures give us 
hope and encouragement as we 
wait patiently for God’s promises 
to be fulfilled.” NLT 
The Amplified Bible talks about 
the endurance and the encourage-
ment [drawn] from the Scriptures.
Also, Hebrews 6:18,19 says, “God 
has given both His promise and 
His oath. These two things are 
unchangeable because it is impos-
sible for God to lie. Therefore, we 
who have fled to Him for refuge 
can have great confidence as we 
hold to the hope that lies before 
us. This hope is a strong and trust-
worthy anchor for our souls.....” 
NLT.
The Bible calls the Word of God, 
“the sword of the Spirit” in Ephe-
sians 6:17.

Two, the comfort of the Spirit is 
usually activated by prayer.
Prayer creates the right atmos-
phere for what the Holy Spirit 
wants to do IN, THROUGH, WITH 
and FOR us. Here are a few exam-
ples from the Scriptures:
When Jehoshaphat was told that 
a great multitude was coming 
against him, the Bible says he 
set himself to seek the Lord, and 
proclaimed a fast throughout all 
Judah; and all Judah gathered 
together to ask help from the Lord 
and to seek the Lord. And as Jeho-
shaphat prayed, “Then the Spirit of 
the Lord came upon Jahaziel.......a 
Levite of the sons of Asaph, in the 
midst of the assembly.” (2 Chron. 
20:1-4, 14).
In the case of the church, after 
the persecution of Peter and John; 
“And when they had prayed, the 
place where they were assembled 
together was shaken; and they 
were all filled with the Holy Spirit, 

way you should go.
Oh, that you had heeded My 
commandments! Then your peace 
would have been like a river,
And your righteousness like the 
waves of the sea. Your 
descendants also would have been 
like the sand, And the offspring 
of your body like the grains of 
sand;...... “ (Isa. 48:17-19).

God wants to teach us and guide 
us, but His ways and thoughts are 
different to ours; and they are 
higher than ours. We will have to 
trust Him enough to follow Him. 
“The way of a fool is right in his 
own eyes, but he who heeds coun-
sel is wise.” (Pro. 12:15). We must 
be ready to lay aside our own ways 
and thoughts, to embrace His. He 
said, “And I will lead the blind in 
a way that they do not know, in 
paths that they have not known 
I will guide them. I will turn the 
darkness before them into light, 
the rough places into level ground. 
These are the things I do, and I do 
not forsake them.” (Isa. 42:16). 
Also, “I will instruct you and teach 
you in the way you should go; I 
will guide you with My eye. Do not 
be like the horse or like the mule, 
which have no understanding......” 
(Ps. 32:8,9).

Jesus said the sheep will follow the 
shepherd, because they know his 
voice; but will flee from a stranger, 
because they don’t know the voice 
of strangers. He went on to say, 
“My sheep hear My voice, and I 
know them, and they follow Me. 
And I give them eternal life, and 
they shall never perish; neither 
shall anyone snatch them out of 
My hand. My Father, who has giv-
en them to Me, is greater than all; 
and no one is able to snatch them 
out of My Father’s hand. I and My 
Father are one.” (Jn. 10:27-30). It 
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His words in their hearts and in 
their souls, to teach them to their 
children, to speak them all the 
time, and to write them on the 
doorposts of their houses; “that 
your days and the days of your 
children may be multiplied in the 
land of which the Lord swore to 
your fathers to give them, like the 
days of the heavens above the 
earth.” (Deut. 11:18-21).
The Psalmist said, “Your word is a 
lamp to my feet and a light to my 
path.” (Ps. 119:105).
Jesus said, “It is written, ‘Man shall 
not live by bread alone, but by 
every word that proceeds from the 
mouth of God.’” (Matt. 4:4).

Recognising and following His 
voice, guarantees our protection, 
preservation, provision, prosper-
ity, and our experiencing all His 
benefits in life. 
“The Lord is my shepherd; 
I shall not want. He makes me to 
lie down in green pastures;
He leads me beside the still waters.
He restores my soul; He leads me 
in the paths of righteousness
For His name’s sake. Yea, though 
I walk through the valley of the 
shadow of death, I will fear no evil;
For You are with me; Your rod and 
Your staff, they comfort me.” (Ps. 
23:1-4).
Also, “If they obey and serve Him,

seems to me that a lot depends on 
the sheep knowing, hearing and 
following, the voice of the Shep-
herd! 
His voice is the voice of the Holy 
Spirit within us. He told His disci-
ples, “I still have many things to 
say to you, but you cannot bear 
them now. However, when He, 
the Spirit of truth, has come, He 
will guide you into all truth; for He 
will not speak on His own author-
ity, but whatever He hears He will 
speak; and He will tell you things 
to come. He will glorify Me, for 
He will take of what is Mine and 
declare it to you. All things that 
the Father has are Mine. Therefore 
I said that He will take of Mine and 
declare it to you.” (Jn. 16:12-15).

The Holy Spirit usually leads us by 
the inward witness. “For as many 
as are led by the Spirit of God, 
these are sons of God. For you did 
not receive the spirit of bondage 
again to fear, but you received the 
Spirit of adoption by whom we 
cry out, “Abba, Father.” The Spirit 
Himself bears witness with our 
spirit that we are children of God, 
and if children, then heirs—heirs of 
God and joint heirs with Christ....” 
(Rom. 8:14-17).
The Holy Spirit also leads us by, 
and in line with the Word.
God told the Israelites to lay up 

They shall spend their days in 
prosperity,
And their years in pleasures.” (Job 
36:11).
And in Isaiah 1:19, “If you are will-
ing and obedient, You shall eat the 
good of the land;”

The Holy Spirit reveals God’s 
purpose and plans for our lives 
to us, so we can cooperate and 
participate with Him; for them to 
be fulfilled in our lives.
“But as it is written: “Eye has not 
seen, nor ear heard, Nor have 
entered into the heart of man
The things which God has pre-
pared for those who love Him.”
But God has revealed them to us 
through His Spirit. For the Spirit 
searches all things, yes, the deep 
things of God.” (1 Cor. 2:9-10).

 

‘Parakletos’ was used in a court 
of justice to denote a legal as-
sistant, counsel for the DEFENCE, 
an advocate; then, generally one 
who pleads another’s cause, an 
intercessor, advocate.
“In nonbiblical literature Parak-
letos had the technical meaning 
of an attorney who appears in 
court on another’s behalf.” (WORD 
WEALTH, Spirit-Filled Life Bible).
Job, in all his trials, cried out in 
desperation; “Oh, that one might 
plead for a man with God, as a 
man pleads for his neighbor!” (Job 
16:21).

God challenged the people of 
Israel, saying; “Put Me in remem-
brance; let us contend together; 
state your case, that you may be 
acquitted. (Isa. 43:26).
“Let us review the situation to-
gether, and you can present your 
case to prove your innocence.” NLT 
“Put Me in remembrance [remind 
Me of your merits]; let us plead 
and argue together. Set forth your 
case, that you may be justified 
(proved right).” AMP.
But the truth is, who can ever, in 
their own strength, knowledge 
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Every year we hold our Annual Internati onal Conference at 
Word of Faith Christi an Center, Kano, Nigeria. 

Pastors and believers from diff erent nati ons travel to be a part of this
powerful conference, to experience God’s presence afresh and to receive God’s

wisdom and directi on for their lives. Revs Kola and Funke Ewuosho share from their 
life experiences and God’s anointed Word to equip and empower believers

to become all they can be in God.

Contact our UK or Nigeria offi  ce for more informati on or to register for 2014.
UK: +44 (0)1344 844172   NIGERIA: +234- 64-978506
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weakness; for we do not know 
what prayer to off er nor how to 
off er it worthily as we ought, but 
the Spirit Himself goes to meet 
our supplicati on and pleads in our 
behalf with unspeakable yearn-
ings and groanings too deep for 
utt erance. And He Who searches 
the hearts of men knows what is in 
the mind of the [Holy] Spirit [what 
His intent is], because the Spirit 
intercedes and pleads [before God] 
in behalf of the saints according 
to and in harmony with God’s 
will. We are assured and know 
that [God being a partner in their 
labor] all things work together and 
are [fi tti  ng into a plan] for good to 
and for those who love God and 
are called according to [His] design 
and purpose.” (Rom 8:26-28. 
Amp).

The Holy Spirit, not only pleads 
our case before the Father; He also 
intercedes for us against the en-
emy - to deliver us. “Can the prey 
be taken from the mighty,
or the capti ves of a tyrant be res-
cued? For thus says the Lord:
“Even the capti ves of the mighty 
shall be taken, and the prey of the 
tyrant be rescued, for I will con-
tend with those who contend with 
you, and I will save your children.” 
(Isa. 49:24-26).
The Bible says, our struggle isn’t 
against fl esh and blood, but 
against principaliti es, powers, the 
rulers of the darkness of this age 
and spiritual hosts of wickedness 

or eloquence, present their case 
successfully before God? Nobody! 
He is the just, righteous, all-wise, 
all-knowing and impeachable God. 
So, we do need an advocate - one 
who knows God and who knows 
us. 
Thank God; we do have an advo-
cate with the Father - Jesus Christ, 
the righteous! (1 Jn. 2:1). He is the 
mediator between God and man; 
He is both Son of God and Son of 
man. Hebrews 9:24 says, Jesus 
has entered into heaven itself, to 
appear in the presence of God for 
us, that is, on our behalf. “Seeing 
then that we have a great High 
Priest who has passed through 
the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, 
let us hold fast our confession. 
For we do not have a High Priest 
who cannot sympathize with our 
weaknesses, but was in all points 
tempted as we are, yet without 
sin. Let us therefore come boldly 
to the throne of grace, that we 
may obtain mercy and fi nd grace 
to help in ti me of need.” (Heb. 
4:14-16).
Jesus is also able to save those 
who come to Him to the end, 
because He always lives to make 
intercession for them. (Heb. 7:25).

Not only do the New Testament 
believers have an advocate with 
the Father; we also have One living 
inside of us! Thank God for the 
Holy Spirit; in prayer and interces-
sion, He helps us present our case 
with the Father, and pleads our 
cause - like an att orney helps pre-
sent the case of his client to the 
Judge! The Bible clearly says, we 
don’t know what or how to pray, 
as we ought to.
“So too the [Holy] Spirit comes 
to our aid and bears us up in our 

in the heavenly places. We should, 
therefore put on the whole 
armour of God; “praying always 
with all prayer and supplicati on in 
the Spirit, being watchful to this 
end with all perseverance and sup-
plicati on for all the saints—” (Eph. 
6:12). 
The Holy Spirit knows the kind of 
prayer that is needed for every 
situati on, and He helps us pray 
accurately, to get the right results 
all the ti me.

 

COMFORTER (Parakletos), literally 
means one called to one’s side, i.e. 
to one’s aid; the Helper.
Jesus came down from heaven to 
help us. “For indeed He does not 
give aid to angels, but He does 
give aid to the seed of Abraham. 
Therefore, in all things He had to 
be made like His brethren, that He 
might be a merciful and faithful 
High Priest in things pertaining 
to God, to make propiti ati on for 
the sins of the people. For in that 
He Himself has suff ered, being 
tempted, He is able to aid those 
who are tempted.” (Heb. 2:16-18). 
And even though He is back in 
heaven, we can sti ll count on His 
help - in ti me of need!
“Seeing then that we have a 
great High Priest who has passed 
through the heavens, Jesus the 
Son of God, let us hold fast our 
confession. For we do not have a 

> Continued
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you walk through fire you shall not 
be burned, and the flame shall not 
consume you.” (Isa. 43:1,2).

“Lord, how they have increased 
who trouble me! Many are they 
who rise up against me.
Many are they who say of me,
“There is no help for him in God.” 
Selah
But You, O Lord, are a shield for 
me, My glory and the One who 
lifts up my head. I cried to the Lord 
with my voice, And He heard me 
from His holy hill.” (Ps. 3:1-3).

 

He is the Spirit of might, according 
to Isaiah 11:2. The Bible says the 
Spirit of the Lord came mightily 
upon Samson, and he tore the 
lion apart as one would have torn 
apart a young goat, though he had 
nothing in his hand. (Judg. 14:6).
Thank God, He does not only come 
upon us in the New Testament, 
the Spirit of might also dwells in 
us! The Apostle Paul prayed for 
the Ephesians, to be strength-
ened with might through the Holy 
Spirit; “May He grant you out of 
the rich treasury of His glory to be 
strengthened and reinforced with 
mighty power in the inner man by 
the [Holy] Spirit [Himself indwell-
ing your innermost being and 
personality].” (Eph. 3:16. Amp).

Apostle Paul, in his affliction cried 
out to the Lord; “And He said to 
me, “My grace is sufficient for you, 
for My strength is made perfect in 
weakness.” Therefore most gladly 
I will rather boast in my infirmities, 
that the power of Christ may rest 
upon me. Therefore I take pleasure 
in infirmities, in reproaches, in 
needs, in persecutions, in dis-
tresses, for Christ’s sake. For when 
I am weak, then I am strong.” (2 
Cor. 12:9,10). The Bible says, “Let 
the weak say, ‘I am strong.’ ” (Joel 
3:10).

It takes inner strength and for-
titude to remain standing in the 
face of danger, opposition, trials 

help - Hallelujah! Someone said, 
before Jesus went away, He 
made the provision that none of 
us should come down in defeat. 
However, making the provision is 
one thing, and experiencing it is 
another matter; that is why every 
believer must learn to walk in the 
Comfort of the Holy Spirit.

Here are more Scriptures that fur-
ther assure us of God’s presence 
and help:
“Fear not, for I am with you;
Be not dismayed, for I am your 
God. I will strengthen you,
Yes, I will help you, I will uphold 
you with My righteous right hand.’
“Behold, all those who were 
incensed against you shall be 
ashamed and disgraced;
They shall be as nothing,
And those who strive with you 
shall perish. You shall seek them 
and not find them—
Those who contended with you.
Those who war against you
Shall be as nothing,
As a nonexistent thing.
For I, the Lord your God, will 
hold your right hand,
Saying to you, ‘Fear not, I will help 
you.’ (Isa. 41:10-13).

“God is our refuge and strength, A 
very present help in trouble.
Therefore we will not fear, Even 
though the earth be removed,
And though the mountains be 
carried into the midst of the sea;
God is in the midst of her, she shall 
not be moved; God shall help her, 
just at the break of dawn.
The Lord of hosts is with us;
The God of Jacob is our refuge.” 
(Ps. 46:1-7).

“Fear not, for I have redeemed 
you; I have called you by name, 
you are mine. When you pass 
through the waters, I will be with 
you; and through the rivers, they 
shall not overwhelm you; when 

High Priest who cannot sympathize 
with our weaknesses, but was in 
all points tempted as we are, yet 
without sin. Let us therefore come 
boldly to the throne of grace, that 
we may obtain mercy and find 
grace to help in time of need.” 
(Hebrews 4:14-16). The Amplified 
Bible says, “that we may receive 
mercy [for our failures] and find 
grace to help in good time for 
every need [appropriate help and 
well-timed help, coming just when 
we need it].”

Before He went away, Jesus told 
His disciples; “I will not leave you 
as orphans [comfortless, deso-
late, bereaved, forlorn, helpless]; 
I will come [back] to you.” (Jn. 
14:18 Amp). He was introducing 
to them the Person of the Holy 
Spirit; whom He called “another 
Comforter” (or ‘Helper’). The 
Bible says the Spirit helps us in our 
weakness; “So too the [Holy] Spirit 
comes to our aid and bears us 
up in our weakness;” (Rom. 8:26 
Amp).
God said He will never leave us nor 
forsake us; “for He [God] Himself 
has said, I will not in any way fail 
you nor give you up nor leave you 
without support. [I will] not, [I 
will] not, [I will] not in any degree 
leave you helpless nor forsake nor 
let [you] down (relax My hold on 
you)! [Assuredly not!] So we take 
comfort and are encouraged and 
confidently and boldly say, The 
Lord is my Helper; I will not be 
seized with alarm [I will not fear 
or dread or be terrified]. What 
can man do to me?” (Heb. 13:5,6. 
Amp). 
Jesus told His disciples that the 
Helper would be with them 
forever. His ever-abiding pres-
ence with us guarantees us help 
anytime and every time we need 
it. We can therefore expect to be 
victorious always; because we are 
never alone and never without 
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and temptati ons. The Bible says, 
“If you faint in the day of adver-
sity, your strength is small.” (Pro. 
24:10). Or, “If you fail under pres-
sure, your strength is too small.” 
(NLT).
 “Finally, my brethren, be strong 
in the Lord and in the power of 
His might. Put on the whole armor 
of God, that you may be able to 
stand against the wiles of the dev-
il. For we do not wrestle against 
fl esh and blood, but against prin-
cipaliti es, against powers, against 
the rulers of the darkness of this 
age, against spiritual hosts of 
wickedness in the heavenly places. 
Therefore take up the whole armor 
of God, that you may be able to 
withstand in the evil day, and 
having done all, to stand.” (Eph. 
6:10-13).
The Spirit of God strengthens us 
through the knowledge of God 
and His word. 
“I write to you, young men,
Because you have overcome the 
wicked one. I write to you, lit-
tle children, Because you have 
known the Father... I have writ-
ten to you, young men, Because 
you are strong, and the word of 
God abides in you, And you have 
overcome the wicked one.” (1 Jn. 
1:13,14). Also in Daniel 11:32, “.....
But the people who know their 
God will be strong and will resist 
him.” (NLT). 
“A wise man is strong, yes, a man 
of knowledge increases strength;” 
(Prov. 24:5).

What we focus on also determines 
if we would be strong or weak 
in our hearts. The Bible says we 
should focus on “Jesus, the author 
and fi nisher of our faith, who 
for the joy that was set before 
Him endured the cross, despising 
the shame, and has sat down at 
the right hand of the throne of 
God.” lest we become weary and 
discouraged in your souls. (Heb. 
12:2,3). The Apostle Paul gives us 
the secret of what kept him going 
on in spite of all he went through; 
he said “We are hard-pressed on 
every side, yet not crushed; we 
are perplexed, but not in despair; 
persecuted, but not forsaken; 
struck down, but not destroyed....

But the people who know their 
God will be strong and will resist 

“A wise man is strong, yes, a man 
of knowledge increases strength;” 

What we focus on also determines 

in our hearts. The Bible says we 
“Jesus, the author 

Him endured the cross, despising 
the shame, and has sat down at 
the right hand of the throne of 

 lest we become weary and 
discouraged in your souls. (Heb. 
12:2,3). The Apostle Paul gives us 
the secret of what kept him going 
on in spite of all he went through; 

“We are hard-pressed on 
every side, yet not crushed; we 
are perplexed, but not in despair; 

struck down, but not destroyed....

Therefore we do not lose heart. 
Even though our outward man 
is perishing, yet the inward man 
is being renewed day by day. For 
our light affl  icti on, which is but 
for a moment, is working for us 
a far more exceeding and eternal 
weight of glory, while we do not 
look at the things which are seen, 
but at the things which are not 
seen. For the things which are 
seen are temporary, but the things 
which are not seen are eternal.” (2 
Cor. 4:8-18).

We need strength in these days we 
are in, more than ever before. And 
as we stay in fellowship with God’s 
Spirit, in prayer and the Word, He 
will give strength and power to 
us - to do His will, overcome the 
enemy and fulfi l our desti ny in life.
“He gives power to the weak,
And to those who have no might 
He increases strength.
Even the youths shall faint and 
be weary, And the young men 
shall utt erly fall, But those who 
wait on the Lord shall renew their 
strength; They shall mount up with 
wings like eagles, They shall run 
and not be weary, They shall walk 
and not faint.” (Isa. 40:29-31).

God bless you.
Rev. Funke Ewuosho
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Q. When and how
did you meet? 

We met in 1985 at a Christi an 
Fellowship during our Nati onal 
Youth Service in Owerri, Nigeria, at 
the Orientati on Camp.

Q. What drew you to each 
other at the beginning of 
your relati onship?

Rev. Kola: I was fi rst drawn to her 
sincerity and strength of character 
when I heard her answer a ques-
ti on.

Rev. Funke: As the Bible Study Sec-
retary of the Fellowship, he taught 
on ‘The Word and The Spirit’ and 
I was so fascinated and impacted 
by the message. That drew me 
to him. He was also very friendly, 
outgoing and intelligent; and I fell 
in love with him very easily.

Q. What advice would 
you give to single people 
who want to be married?

Rev. Funke: They should be open, 
friendly, and be of godly character. 
They should also be resourceful 

Last OCTOBER, REV’S KOLA AND FUNKE EWUOSHO CELEBRATED THEIR 25TH

WEDDING ANNIVERSARY. IN THIS EXCLUSIVE INTERVIEW WE ASKED THEM

TO SHARE SOME OF THEIR RELATIONSHIP SECRETS WITH US...
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and engaged in a worthy cause. 
They must marry someone they 
love and value, and who feels the 
same way about them too.
Rev. Kola: My advice to single 
people is fi rst of all to have a real 
relati onship with God, through our 
Lord Jesus Christ and be genuinely 
born-again. Then be real with God 
and yourself! Be open to let God 
infl uence your choices. Allow the 
other person to be real too! God 
wants to help us fi nd the best 
person for us, but we need to let 
Him lead us. We will appreciate 
who He leads us to since his Spirit 
lives in our spirits. The things of 
God and the things that concern 
us are all known and taken into 
considerati on as He leads us. We 
can tell Him who appeals to us and 
trust Him to develop things from 
there! I was att racted to my wife 
and I went to God in prayer and al-
lowed Him to help me. I had been 
meditati ng on scriptures about 
marriage from Ephesians 5, and 
Genesis 2, before this season of 
choosing a life partner!

Q. How long did you
court before getti  ng
married and what was 
your courtship like?

Rev. Funke: Two years; 1986 - 
1988. Our courtship was very 
happy and exciti ng - especially at 
the beginning, because we both 
belonged to the same fellowship, 
and got to see each other very 
oft en. But aft er the Youth Service, 
He went to Bible school in the 
North and I started work as a State 

Counsel in the South. 
The distance, at some 
point, put a strain on 
the relati onship for a 
while; but we soon got 
over that.
Rev. Kola: We courted 
for almost two years. 
We were very much 
apart during the 
period. I was in the 
north of Nigeria and 
she was in the south-
ern part. Many decisions were 
made then as we maintained very 
strong communicati on links both 
by phone and mail.

Q. What were the early 
days of your marriage 
like?

Rev. Funke: Happy and Peaceful, 
I must say! It was like a conti nua-
ti on of our courtship. I had moved 
over to join my husband in Kano. 
The Ministry was very young, and 
so needed a lot of att enti on; and 
I soon started work in a Law Firm; 
and then the babies started com-
ing in a rapid succession; and my 
husband travelled frequently. So I 
guess we were too busy to noti ce 
each other’s faults in the early 
days.

Rev. Kola: The early days of our 
marriage was focussed on ministry 
challenges as we were just starti ng 
out together. My wife loves God 
and was willing to parti cipate in 
whatever way she could to see the 
ministry move forward. She was 
content with whatever we had at 
the ti me. All the challenges were 
taken, as it were, in her stride. The 
Word of God was fi nal authority 
in our lives, we really loved one 
another and both felt honoured to 
be called of God into the work of 
the ministry. My wife was told by 
one mentor of ours that ministry 
was like life in the wilderness and 
she accepted it so.

Q. What has been the
greatest challenge 
you have faced and 
overcome in marriage?

Rev. Kola: The 
greatest challenge is 
learning to adjust and 
handle our individual 
diff erences in our 
nurture and nature. 
We had very diff erent 
upbringings, diff erent 
family lives and hence 
diff erent expecta-
ti ons from marriage. 
Understanding these 

diff erences helps a lot in craft ing 
soluti ons to our challenges.

Rev. Funke: Working together! 
I joined the Ministry, full-ti me, 
between 1989 and 1990; slowly 
at fi rst, because the kids were just 
arriving. But later, I got more and 
more involved, especially because 
of my husband’s frequent travels.
My husband and I are two diff er-
ent people, by nature and nurture; 
which would have been enough 
challenge to overcome. So it was 
an extra challenge as we were also 
working together in the Ministry; 
and that challenge we are learning 
to overcome.

Q. What has been one of 
your greatest memories 
from the last 25 years of 
marriage?

Rev. Funke: The arrival of our fi rst 
baby - Sam, on the 4th of October, 
1989! My husband wasn’t allowed 
to be in there for the delivery; 
but as soon as the baby came, 
the midwife announced the news 
to him. I heard him say to her, 
“where is my wife?” 

Rev. Kola: Every milestone we 
have celebrated together has been 
stored as great memories for the 
last 25 years. I can remember our 
10th wedding anniversary as we 
had friends and church members 
come together to celebrate that 
with us. Every new milestone 
generates a new memory. So the 
greatest will be the latest, my 
wife’s 50th birthday celebrati on 
when her Mom and her sisters 
came along with her to Kano to 
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celebrate with 
us.

Q. What is 
the greatest 
lesson that 
you have 
learnt in 
marriage so 
far?

Rev. Funke: That we are both two 
different people and learning to 
love each other, enjoy our mar-
riage and fulfil God’s purpose for 
our marriage, despite our differ-
ences.
Our differences can either be a 
curse or a blessing; a joy or a pain; 
an advantage or a disadvantage; 
a weakness or a strength, etc; the 
choice is OURS!

Rev. Kola: One of the greatest 
lessons is to have an attitude of 
gratitude and a deep sense of 
appreciation for every good thing 
God enables either of us to have 
and add to the other person. 
This deepens our value for one 
another.  It’s only when we create 
room for others to be themselves 
that we can be really free to be 
ourselves. Everyone should be 
free to be themselves and that in-
cludes freedom to make mistakes 
and be forgiven.

Q. What are your secrets 
for resolving conflicts
successfully? 

Rev. Kola: We have ground rules 
for resolving conflicts. Rules 
include: no abusive words during 
any misunderstanding; no physical 
contact like hitting one another; 
no shouting at one another and 
no cold treatment! We try not to 
let the sun go down while we stay 
angry at one another! Except if 
the conflict started after the sun 
has gone down! Learn to celebrate 
every victory won after a conflict 
is resolved!

Rev. Funke: Be slow to speak, be 

slow to be angry 
and be quick to 
listen. Believe the 
best, always give 
the benefit of the 
doubt. I am not 
always right. Be 
gracious; forgive, 
let go and move 
on.

Q. What advice would 
you give to couples who 
are struggling in their 
marriage at the moment?
 
Rev. Funke: They should believe 
in their marriage, and believe in 
one another. They should recall 
the good things they saw in each 
other. They should put themselves 
in each other’s shoes. Each per-
son should give their best. They 
shouldn’t stop praying and talking 
to each other.

Rev. Kola: For couples struggling in 
their marriages, my advice would 
be to return to the drawing board 
and do some re-examination of 
foundations. They should also do 
some heart searching and make 
prayerful adjustments with God’s 
help!

Q. What would you say 
are the ingredients
necessary for a
successful marriage?

Rev. Funke: Love, Respect, Trust 
and Understanding.
Praying and Sharing together, 
regularly.

Rev. Kola: 
1) Put God first in the marriage! 
The covenant is not just between 
a man and a woman but between 
them and God. God should be at 
the top of the triangle and the 
man and woman at the base on 
each side. 
2) Accept one another as gifts 
from God, faults and all! What we 
see as faults today are actually the 
rough surface that God can use to 

sharpen the character of both if 
we allow Him. Trying times can be 
character building too!  
Accommodating, adjusting and 
loving are all character-developing 
exercises.
3) Have a vision for the future 
together, born of your relationship 
with God! 
4) Communication is to relation-
ships what blood is to life! Keep 
the communication lines open, 
always! Heart to heart communi-
cation can be difficult but work at 
it slowly but surely. God will help 
you!
5) Spend time together. Love can 
be spelt TIME!  Have fun together, 
talk, laugh, share, connect, be 
together! Work at it. The relation-
ship needs this to be sustained! 
6) Look out for the highest good of 
the other! Seek to be a blessing, a 
helper, an encourager of one an-
other! The world is full of critics; 
share some encouragement and 
where necessary a correction will 
land on solid ground! 
7) Celebrate your uniqueness! 
Each is uniquely made. So rejoice 
in the uniqueness you find in one 
another. You were designed to 
complement one another so you 
needed to be different to do so 
effectively! 

God bless you
Revs Kola & Funke Ewuosho

(To learn more about building
successful relationships order the 

CD messages from our recent 
Relationship Conference.)

    22   www.fowm.org

wisdom digest winter 2013 new3.indd   22 20/11/2013   21:20:21



 January  February  March

 April  May  June
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 October  November  December

Many of us intend 
to spend more ti me 

listening to God’s 
Word, however 

someti mes we just 
need that extra

reminder!

That’s why we have 
introduced a new product 

promoti on called ‘Message 
of the Month’. Every month 
we will send you one of Rev. 
Kola or Rev. Funke Ewuosho’s 
latest CD series to build and 

strengthen your faith. All
you need to do is set up a 

regular standing order of £8 
and we will do the rest!  

Contact our UK 
offi  ce on +44(0)1344 844172 
or email offi  ce@uk.fowm.org 
to register for message of the 

month or to fi nd out more.

 
 

 March

Many of us intend 

 
 

Examples of messages that you could receive each month >

All messages are available to purchase from www.fowm.org/store.
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